Reasonable Limits Worksheet

To help you plan your spending, compare your family living expenses and take-home pay with the reasonable limits below.  They are based on several family expenditure studies.

To determine the percent of take-home pay each of your expenses represents, divide each dollar amount by your total take-home pay; then multiply by 100.

Expenses


REASONABLE


YOUR FAMILY





      LIMITS


AMOUNT
          PERCENTAGE

HOUSING


        30%


$ _________

____________%
FOOD
     15%


$ _________

____________%
UTILITIES
       5%


$ _________

____________%

TRANSPORTATION
     20%


$ _________

____________%
MEDICAL/DENTAL
       5%


$ _________

____________%
OTHER CREDIT
  0-20%


$ _________

____________%
Not secured loans

CLOTHING/PERSONAL
     10%


$ _________

____________%
EDUCATION & 
       6%


$ _________

____________%
RECREATION

CONTRIBUTIONS & 
  0-10%


$ _________

____________%
GIFTS

OTHER
  2-10%


$ _________

____________%
Life Insurance

Child Care

Misc. and Emergency
SAVINGS
      8%


$ _________

____________%
TOTAL




$ _________

____________%
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