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LA CROSSE – Matthew Curtis’ Gregorian chant Web site is another sign that early Church music is beginning to gain in popularity. Curtis, one of the members of the schola choir that recorded
the Introit Project and a member of the Cathedral of St. Joseph the
Workman, developed a Web site to sell his own solo version of the
introits and other parts of the Mass. His work is available at both
his own Web site, http://www.chanttracks.com, and at http://www.
ucombo.com, a music-sharing Web site.
An award-winning tenor – his forte ranging from lyric to opera
– Curtis graduated from Viterbo University, La Crosse, with a bachelor’s degree in vocal performance and is continuing his studies at
the University of Minnesota’s Master of Music Program.
Curtis has been a member of the Cathedral choir since 2000 and
over the years grew familiar with the Gregorian chants he recorded
for the diocese. Inspired by this work, Curtis has decided to branch
out on his own and has made a separate recording of the complete
proper Mass parts from the Gregorian Missal, including the introits,
graduals, alleluias, and offertory and communion parts.
Since as a singer he has to support himself, he’s asking for a minimal fee for each piece of music downloaded. “In all there are 475
chants that I recorded,” he said. “If you choose to download the
entire collection, it only costs $49.99 – that’s about 10 cents per
chant, which is pretty reasonable,” he said.
He decided to sell his music, Curtis said, because there is such a
premium on study and rehearsal time for student musicians. He’s
hoping his talents help support him financially. “In fact, this project
was an excuse,” he said with a laugh, “not to go looking for a summer job.”
He added that his own Web site also serves as a resource for
other singers – and listeners – interested in the Church’s rich liturgical tradition.

