CONFIDENTIAL        Diocese of La Crosse 
P.O. Box 4004  La Crosse, WI  54602-4004  (608) 788-7700

PETITION (LIBELLUS) FOR POSSIBLE ANNULMENT FORMAL CASE
NOTE:  The petitioner must provide the information about the respondent (former spouse) for the 

              right-hand column on this first page.  Address of former spouse is required if at all possible.

              Detailed answers are important.  Use the back of these sheets or other paper for extended answers.

STATISTICAL INFORMATION

1. Petitioner – Current Full Name:

____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________     

___________________________________________
​​​​​
Cell: ________________________________
Phone: Home: ________________________________

 
Work: ________________________________
            E-mail: ________________________________

Maiden name: (woman) _________________________

Date of birth: _________________________________

Place of birth:_________________________________

2.  Have you lived in the Diocese of La Crosse for at 

     least the last five years? _________

     Do you intend to leave the Diocese of La Crosse 

     permanently within the next five years? ________

3. Religion: ________________________________

Were you ever baptized? ___________________

Age when baptized: _______________________

Church/city: _____________________________

If never baptized, state how this is known:

______________________________________

________________________________________

4.  Current occupation: _______________________




Respondent: (former spouse) – Current Full Name:

_____________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

_____________________________________________


Cell: __________________________________
Phone: Home: _________________________________

 
Work: _________________________________
           E-mail: _________________________________

Maiden name: (woman) _________________________

Date of birth: _________________________________

Place of birth: ________________________________

Has he/she lived in the Diocese of La Crosse for at  

least the last five years? _____________

Does he/she intend to leave the Diocese of La Crosse permanently within the next five years? ____________

Religion: _____________________________________

Was he/she ever baptized? ________________________

Age when baptized: ____________________________

Church/city: __________________________________

If never baptized, state how this is known:

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Current occupation: ____________________________
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5. Date of marriage to respondent: ______________________________________

Church (or other) _______________________________City/state: _____________________________________

6.  Was this the first marriage for each of you? ________________If not, please explain.

      A) Have you ever attempted a previous annulment?_____If so, who was the other party, and when and where did 
       this take place?

7.  If not married in the Catholic Church, was a special dispensation issued by the Catholic Church to allow you to 
     marry before a non-Catholic minister or civil official?________

8.  If not married in the Catholic Church, was your marriage ever subsequently validated according to the marriage 
     laws of the Catholic Church?________

9.  If Catholic, did the Catholic party ever FORMALLY leave the Catholic faith (i.e., receive a

     baptism, make a profession of faith, or give formal allegiance to any non-Catholic Church, ecclesial community,

     sect or denomination)?_______If so, please explain and give date this occurred.  
10. List in chronological order the various cities in or near which you lived during your marriage to the respondent,

and dates when you lived there (Use other side if necessary).

      City and State



From (Date)



To (Date)

11.  List names and dates of birth of children born in your marriage.

12.  List date of Final separation: _______________________________

a) List dates and length of any other separations:

13. Date of divorce or civil annulment: __________________________County and state where granted:

_________________________________________Who was the petitioner? _______________________________

14. After the divorce from the respondent, did you enter another marriage? ___________________________________

Give the following for each subsequent marriage:

Name of spouse                        Religion                          Place of Marriage                                      Date
(Maiden name) 

Was this person(s) ever previously married? ________________If so, explain.

Did any of your subsequent marriages, if any, end in divorce or death? _________________If so, please indicate the particulars associated with the divorce or death, such as place, date granted, etc.                      
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15. If you have not remarried, are you keeping company with anyone now with a view to marriage? _______________

     If so, give: Name (Maiden) ________________________________Religion: _______________________________

           
           Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

     Was this person previously married: ___________________If so, please explain and indicate whether or not this 

     person’s first spouse is living or deceased or if an annulment was granted for this marriage.

INVESTIGATION INTO POSSIBLE GROUNDS FOR NULLITY




      
16.  Has the respondent entered another marriage?_____If so, give the name of the new spouse, date, and place of the   

        marriage.

17. (The priest should explain the nature of an oath and then ask): Do you swear to tell the truth to the following

      questions? _________________

18. How long did you go with the respondent before the marriage? _____________________________________

(a) How long were you engaged? ______________________________________________________________

(b) Were there any serious differences or problems during the period of courtship? _____________ If so, please

explain.

19. What was the main reason that you and the respondent had for getting married?

a) Did both of you marry of your own free will? _________________If not, please explain.

b) Was any force used, such as threats or physical force? ____________If yes, please explain.

c) If there was a premarital pregnancy, did this fact have any serious influence on your decision or the 

Respondent’s decision to marry?  Please explain.

20. Were you and the respondent related in any way? _____________If so, please explain.
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21. Were you or the respondent ever in a religious order (priest, sister, brother)? __________If so, please explain.

22. Prior to and at the end of the time of the marriage to the respondent, did each of you want to have a child at least 

      some time during the marriage? _______________If not, please explain.

23.  Within the marriage, did you and the respondent ever have sexual intercourse without the use of  

        contraceptives?_____If contraceptives were always used, give the reasons why.

24. Is there any indication that either you or the respondent simply “went through the motions” of getting married,

      that is, without ever really intending to live up to the expectations of marriage? ____________If so, please explain.

25. At the time of the marriage, did each of you intend to enter a permanent union? ___________If not, please explain.

a) Prior to the marriage, did either you or the respondent make any statements or agreements about a possible 

divorce? ____________If so, please explain.

26. At the time of the marriage, did each of you intend to be faithful to the other for life? _________If not, please 

      explain.

27. Is there any indication that either you or the respondent was psychologically or emotionally incapable of 

      carrying out the responsibilities of marriage? _____________If so, please explain.

a) If psychiatric treatment and/or hospitalization occurred, give details and dates.
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b) Was there any evidence of these psychological or emotional problems before the marriage? ______________

Please explain.

28. What were the main problems of the marriage?  When did these problems begin?
29. What caused the final breakup of the marriage?

30. A declaration of nullity in the Catholic Church is a judgement that some essential quality of a true

      marriage relationship was missing from the beginning, and that consequently, it was not a valid marriage.
      Do you think your marriage to the respondent was a valid marriage?

31. Before the breakup, did either of you consult a priest or marriage counselor? __________If so, give names 

      and addresses of such professional people.
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32. Your former spouse must be contacted and given the opportunity to participate in this case.  What do you

       think the reaction of your former spouse will be?

33. Give the names and complete address of YOUR parents, including mother’s maiden name.

34. Give the names and complete address of the RESPONDENT’S parents, including mother’s maiden name.

35. Give the names and complete addresses of the people who from personal observation would be willing and
       able to give information about you, your former spouse, and the problems which existed in the marriage,

       especially in the very early years of the marriage, and even before you were married. (Indicate whether

       they’re relatives, friends, neighbors, etc.)

36. In what parish are you, if Catholic, and/or your present spouse or fiancé(e) registered as members?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________

________________________________________________

Date






Signature of Petitioner

_______________________________

_______________________________________________

Place






Signature of Priest (Optional)

PRIEST’S EVALUATION AND REMARKS (Optional): 

____​_ I am personally acquainted with the Petitioner and testify to his/her credibility.


_____ I am not that well acquainted with the Petitioner.

Please add any further comments about this marriage, the Petitioner and this testimony.

