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PRAYER VIGIL
CELEBRATION FOR THE 50™ ANNIVERSARY
OF THE RITE OF CONSECRATION OF VIRGINS

FOPIRITUS
erQPONSA

VENI

AP 22,17

MAY 31,1970 - MAY 31, 2020

On 31 May 1970, the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship,
by mandate of Pope St. Paul VI, promulgated the new Rite of
Consecration to a Life of Virginity, renewed according to the
provisions of the Second Vatican Council. Since then, as in the
early Chueh, it is possible to celebrate the solemn consecration
to a life of virginity of women who remain in their own normal
life context, rooted in the local Church. In the fifty years that
have passed since this renewal, the ancient form of life of the
Ordo viginum has once again flourished, with its vitality being




manifested by the great richness of personal charisms put into
service for the building up of the Church and for the renewal of
society according to the spirit of the Gospel.

The pandemic has faed the postponement of the International
Meeting organized in Rome for the celebration of the fiftieth
anniversary of the promulgation of the Rite, but it does not
prevent us from joining in prayer no matter where we find
ourselves, thereby drawing us tdbger in a profound
communion.

Let us open ourselves to meditating on the Word of God,
walking through the Rite of Consecration, and listening once
more to the teachings of the Popes who have accompanied the
journey of the Ordo virginum during these pafty fyears.

We allow ourselves to be guided by four words, fundamental for
every path of following the Lord: gratitude, courage, fatigue,
and praise. Pope Francis offered these to all the People of God
in the Message for th67" world day of prayer fovocations

this past 3 May.




Opening song

Presider: In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Presider: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.
LUCERNARIO

TheLucernarid"service oflight") invites us to direct our hope to the
light that knows no sunset.

Leader:Giving voice to the Church as bride of Christ, and with
words suggested by a homily of St. Paul VI, we join the Spirit in

crying out:Come, Lord Jesus!
(The first lamp is lit)

Reader 1Jesus, You are the Christ, Son of the living God. You
reveal the invisible God, the firstborn of all creatures, the
foundation of everything created. You are the Teacher of
mankind, and its Redeemer. You were born, You died, You rose
again for us. You atke centre of history and the world.

Come, Lord Jesus!
(The second lamp is lit)

Reader 2You are the one who knows us and loves us. You are
the companion and friend of our life, You are the man of




sorrows and of hope, You are the one who will come veimol
one day will be our judge and, we hope, our happiness.
Come, Lord Jesus!

(The third lamp is lit)

Reader 11 could never finish speaking about You: You are the

f AIKGZ GKS OGNMHziKYX AYRSSRX | 2dz |
(Jn 14:6). You are theread and the spring of living water to
satisfy our hunger and our thirst; You are our shepherd, our
guide, our model, our comfort, our brother.

Come, Lord Jesus!
(The fourth lamp is lit)

Reader 2You are the beginning and the end; the Alpha and the

Omega. You are the king of the new world, You are the secret of
history. You are the key to our destinies. You are the mediator,
the bridge between heaven and earth.

Come, Lord Jesus!
(The fifth lamp i$it)

Reader 1You are more perfectly than anyone else the Son of
Man, because You are the Son of God, eternal, infinite; You are
the son of Mary, blessed among all women, your mother
according to the flesh, and our mother through the sharing in
the Spiit of the Mystical Body.

Come, Lord Jesus!
(The sixth lamp is lit)

Reader 2Jesus Christ, You are our perennial good news. You are
our Saviour. We need You.
Come, Lord Jesus!

(The seventh lamp is lit)




GRATITUDE FOR THE CALL

From the Message of Pope Frances

for the 2020 World Day of Vocations
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fulfilment in life is more than a decision we make as isolated
individuals; above all else, it is a response to a calldrohigh.
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Priests 4 August 2019). We will succeed in discovering and
embracing our vocation once we open our hearts in gratitude

and perceive the passage of God in our lives.

From the Book of Revelation (Rev. 19:®)
Thenl heardsomethinglike the soundof agreatmultitude

or the soundof rushingwater or mightypealsof thunder,as

they said:

G ! f f theldeiifadéstablishedisreign,

[our] God,the almighty.

Letusrejoiceandbe glad

andgivehimglory.

Forthe weddingdayof the Lambhas come,

his bride has made herself ready.

She was allowed to wear

I ONAIKGZ Of Sty tAYySyYy 3AFNX¥Sy(ods
(The linen represents the righteous deeds of the holy ones.)
Thenthe angelsaidto me, & 2 Nhig: Blessedare those

z

whohavebeencalledtotrmsRRAyEI FSIrad 27 0K
3

l'YR KS &4FAR G2 YSI a¢KS&aS 62NR
GKSe 02YS FTNRY D2R®E



http://www.usccb.org/bible/revelation/19#74019009-1

From theRite of Consecration to a Life of Virginity
Come, listen to me, my children;
| will teach you reverence for the Lord.

Now with all our hearts we followou, we reverence you and
seek your presence. Lord, fulfil our hope: show us your loving
kindness, the greatness of your mercy.

From the address of St. John Paul Il to consecrated virgins

¢tKAda NBYSH6SR NARAGSTI | yR falkg8t NB A
of the Lord to His Church. You exalt at such a gift, thanking the
Lord for it. On this occasion, you seek to draw from it a motive
YR AYALIANI GA2Yy FT2NJ NBySgAay3a &;
Yet consecrated virginity is not a privilege, but ratherftaogi

God, which implies a strong commitment in following Him and
being His disciple.

From the address of Benedict XVI to consecrated virgins
Your charism must reflect the intensity but also the freshness of

its origins. It is founded on the simple Gdspevitation:

G1'S ¢gK2 Aa ofS G2 NBOSAGS (KA
YR 2y { G tldz Qa NBO2YYSYRI (A2
(I Cor 7: 285). Yet the whole of the Christian mystery shines
outin it.




Invocation

Leader:Following themovements of the Spirit who prays in us
and with us, we express our gratitude to the Lord for the
vocation we haveeceived.Thank you, Lord!

- Thank you, Lord, for having called me: my life is in your
hands.

- Thank you, Lord, because the Church has made your
invitation resound in the depths of my heart.

- Thank you, Lord, for the Pastors of the Church, who have
accompanied me on my journey.

Prayer

Presider Grant, we pray, O Father,
to these your servants,
in whom you have instilled
a resolve to live in virginity,
that the work you have begun in them
may be brought to fulfilment,
and that they may be found worthy
to complete what they have now begin,
so ado bring you a full and perfect offering.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Song




THE COURAGE OF THE CHOICE

From the Message of Pope Frances

for the 2020 World Day of Vocations

This, then, is the second word | wish to offer you:
encouragement[...] When we are called to [...] embrace a state

of life ¢ like marriage, ministerial priesthood, consecrateddife
2dzNJ FANRG NBIFOGA2Yy Aa 2FGSy FN
this vocation is not for me! Can this really be thetrigdth?

Is the Lord really asking me to do this? [...]

[...] We think we might be wrong, not up to the challenge,

or simply glimpsing a ghost to be exorcized.

The Lord [...] knows the questions, doubts and difficulties that
toss [...] our heart, and scSh NB I a4 dzNBEa dzay a¢ |
KFEFgS y2 FSENH¢ 2S (y26 Ay TFlLAGE
meet us, that he is ever at our side.

From the Book of Revelation (Rev. 22:12A7)

G . S KI2ain Bomingsoon. | bring with me the recompensel

will giveto eachaccordingto hisdeeds.| amthe Alphaandthe
Omegaji KS FANRG YR GKS flradz GKS
Blessedare they who washtheir robessoasto havethe right to

the tree of life and enter the city through its gatesOutsideare

the dogs,the sorcerersthe unchastethe murderers,the idol
worshipers,and all who love and practicedeceit. I, Jesussent

my angelto giveyou this testimonyfor the churches. am the
root andoffspringof Davidthe bright morning stap €

The Spirit and the bride & 8 = &/ 2YSdé |
G/ 2YSo¢eg [ SG GKS 2yS gK2
who wants it receive the gift of |Hgiving water.

l.j
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From the Rite of Consecration to a Life of Virginity

Father, receive my resolutida follow Christ in a life of perfect
OKIFIatdAde ¢gKAOK:EZ oAGK D2RQ&a KSf
D2RQa K2feé& LIS2LX So

From the address of St. John Paul Il to consecrated virgins

The following of the Lamb in Heaven (cf. Rev. 14:6) begins on
earth, walking down the narrow path (cf. Mt. 7:14). Ysmquela
Christiwill be more radical, the greater your love is for Christ
and the more lucid your awareness of the meaning of virginal
consecration.

From the address of Benedict XVI to consecrated virgins

[The roots of the Order of Virgins] are ancient; they date back to

the dawn of apostolic times when, with unheard of daring,
certain women began to open their hearts to the desire for
consecrated virginity, in other words, to the desire to give the
whole of their being to God, which had had its first
SEGNI 2NRAY I NE Fdzf FAf YSYd Ay (K¢
In the thought of the Fathers Mary was the prototype of
Christian virgis and their perception highlighted the newness of

this new state of life, to which a free choice of love gave access.

11




Invocation
Leader:Following the motions of the Spirit who prays in us and

g A

K dza>x ¢S NBYSg 2dzNJ aeSat

Herel am, Lord!

Prayer

Here | am, Lord: | want to serve You and Your Church.
Here | am, Lord: | want to follow you as the Gospel
proposes.

Here | am, Lord: | want to love You and be united with
You forever.

Presider O Father, hear the prayers of your Church.

Song

Look with favor on your handmaids

whom you have called in your love.

Set them on the way of eternal salvation;
may they seek only what is pleasing to you,
and fulfil it with watchful care.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

12
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FATIGUE IN PERSEVERANCE

From the Message of Pope Frances

for the 2020 World Day of Vocations

Every vocation brings with it a responsibility. The Lord calls us
because he wants to enable us [...]Jtakke charge of our lives
and place them at the service of the Gospel, in the concrete and
everyday ways that he shows us [...]. Our desire and enthusiasm
coexist with our failings and fears. [...] | am conscious of your
hard work, the sense of isolatiohat can at times weigh upon
your hearts, the risk of falling into a rut that can gradually make
the ardent flame of our vocation die down, the burden of the
uncertainty and insecurity of the times, and worry about the
future. Take heart, do not be afraidésus is at our side, and if
we acknowledge him as the one Lord of our lives, he will stretch
out his hand [...] and save us.

From the Book of Revelation (Rev. 2:15)

To the angel of the churéh Ephesus, write this:

The one who holds the sevstars in his right hand and walks in
0KS YARalG 2F GKS &aSg@Siknodyddr R f |
works, your labor, and your endurance,and that you cannot
tolerate the wicked;you havetestedthosewho callthemselves
apostlesbut are not, and discovere that they are impostors.
Moreover,you haveenduranceand havesufferedfor my name,
and you havenot grownweary.Yetl hold this againstyou: you
have lost the love you had at first. Realizehow far you have
fallen.Repentanddo the worksyoudid at first. Otherwise ] will
cometo you and removeyour lampstandfrom its place,unless
youNB LISy (1 @ ¢

13




From the Rite of Consecration to a Life of Virginity

Be yourself their glory, their joy, their whole desire.
Be their comfort in sorrow, their wisdom in perplexity,
their protection in the midst of injustice,

their patience in adversity,

their riches in poverty, their food in fasting,

their remedy in time of sickness.

From the address of St. John Paul ¢biasecrated virgins

It is also the task of virgins to become an active hand of the
generosity of the local church, the voice of its prayer, an
expression of its mercy, a help for its poor, a consolation for its
afflicted sons and daughters, and a support for its orphans and
widows. We could say that at the time of the Father pietas

and caritas of the Church were expressed to a great part
through the heart and hands of consecrated virgins. These are
lines of commitment that still remain valid today.

From the address d8enedict XVI to consecrated virgins

The choice of virginal life, in fact, is a reference to the transient
nature of earthly things and an anticipation of future rewards.

Be witnesses of attentive and lively expectation, of joy, and of
the peace that chaderizes those who abandon themselves to
D2RQa f20S® al @& @&2dz 6S LINBaSyi
for the Kingdom. Indeed, the consecrated virgin is identified
with that bride who, in unison with the Spirit, invokes the
coming of the Lordi ¢ KSA & LIMNR GKS . NARS
(Rev. 22:17).

14




Invocation

LeaderFollowing the motions of the Spirit, who prays in us and
with us, and entrusting ourselves to love of the Lord, we
proclaim:Your love is stronger than death

- You who give vigor, overcome any tiredness that
oppresses us.

- You who give joy, overcome every sadness that besieges us.

- You who give peace, overcome every anguish that assails us.

Prayer

Presider: O Lord, grant generously
to these your servants
perseverance in the resolve
they have made their own,
so that when the doors are opened
at the coming of the most high King,
they may merit to enter with joy
into the heavenly Kingdom.
Through Christ our LorAmen.

Song

15




SONG OF PRAISE

From the Message of Pope Frances

for the 2020 World Day of Vocations

Then, our lives become open picaise This is the last of our
vocation words, and it is an invitation to cultivate the interior
disposition of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Grateful thatl lgazed
upon her, faithful amid fear and turmoil, she courageously
embraced her vocation and made of her life an eternal song of
praise to the Lord.

From the Book of Revelation (Rev. 3B-14)
Whenhetookit, the four livingcreaturesandthe
twenty-four eldersfell down beforethe Lamb.Eachof the
eldersheldaharpandgoldbowilsfilled with incensewhich
arethe prayersof the holy ones.Theysanga newhymn:

G 2 2 Ndieiaiito receivethe scroll

andto breakopenits sealsfor youwereslain

andwith yourbloodyou purchasedor God

thosefrom everytribe andtongue,peopleandnation.
Youmadethem a kingdomand priestsfor our God,
andtheywill reignonS | NII K ® £

I lookedagainand heardthe voicesof manyangelswho
surroundedthe throne andthe livingcreaturesandthe
elders.Theywere countlessn number,andthey criedoutin
aloudvoice:a 2 2 Nifitie @ambthat wasslain

to receivepowerandriches,wisdomandstrength,
honorandgloryando f Sa a Ay 3 d¢

Thenl heardeverycreaturein heavenandon earthand
underthe earthandin the sea,everythingin the universe,
cryout: @ ¢tBe onewhositsonthe throneandto the Lamb

16




be blessingandhonor,gloryandmight,
foreverandS @ STHd@baur livingcreaturesanswered,
G ! Y Safdihe eldersfell downandworshiped.

From the Rite of Consecration to a Life of Virginity
| am espoused to him whom the angels serve;
sun and moon stand in wonder at his glory.

From the address of St. John Rbtd consecrated virgins

Be with Mary in the nuptial room where there is rejoicing and
where Christ manifests Himself to His disciples as the messianic
Spouse. Be with Mary at the foot of the Cross, where Christ
offers His life for the Church. Remaiith her in the Cenacle,

the house of the Spirit, who is poured out as divine Love in the
Church, His Spouse.

From the address of Benedict XVI to consecrated virgins

| entrust you to Mary; and | make my own the words of

St. Ambrose, who sung the pess of Christian virginity,

I RRNFaaAy3d GKSY G2 @&2dzy aaleé& 0
Mary to magnify the Lord; may there be in each one the Spirit of
Mary to exult in God. If there is only one Mother of Christ
according to the flesh, Christ on the otheand, according to

the faith, is the fruit of all, since every soul receives the Word of
God so that, immaculate and immune to vice, she may preserve
KSNJ OKFadAde oAlK CodbritIN® $tOK I ¢
Luke?2, 26:PL15, 1642).

17




Canticle of Mary

LeaderWith Mary, woman of the Covenant, woman of waiting
and fulfillment, we sing the Magnificat, the canticle of messianic
times and of jubilation, as we lift up to the Lord our inner hymns
of thanksgiving for all his blessings:

My soul proclaims thgreatness of the Lord*
My spirit rejoices in God my savior,

For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.*
From this day all generations
Will call me blessed:

The Almighty has done great things for me*
And holy is his name.

He has mercy on thoseho fear him*
In every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm,*
He has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,*
And has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,*
And the rit he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant, Israel*
For he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers,*
To Abraham and his children forever.

Df 2NE (G2 GKS CI 4§ KSNX
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Intercessions

PresiderUnited in fraternal joy, with hearts grateful and full of
praise, let us turn to the Lord with the expression of our faith:
Jesus, reward and crown of virgins, hear our prayer

Christ, beautiful Shepherd of the she&ho longs for the
Church to be alwaysoly and immaculate in love, look upon our
Holy Father Francis, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons: renew each
day, by the power of your Spirit, their enthusiasm and the
intensity of their faith.

Christ, source of all merawg,the trial of this pandemic, otfort

the families of the sick and the dying; open their hearts to hope.
Protect doctors, health care workers, and volunteers: grant
them strength, kindness, and health. Inspire confidence in those
who are anxious about the future because of the conseqgenc
to their employment and on the economy. Assist the leaders of
the nations, so that they may work with wisdom, concern, and
generosity, and will come to the aid of those who lack what is
necessary to live.

Christ, awaited by the wise virgingide andsupport us on our
22dNySed .S FT2N) dzA dKdziol yRX
NEgFNRX [2NR YR D2R®¢ | RYA
our sisters who have already reached the heavenly Jerusalem,
meeting you with the lamps alight.

0
i

Christ, Prince dPeace and Father of the ppmnay every man
and woman pursue the gift of peace in a wounded world,;
protect life and the family; and promote responsibility towards
the gifts of creation. As brothers and sisters capable of genuine
solidarity, may everyoneebcommitted to closeness with the

19




poor, the sick, prisoners, the persecuted, and the lonely who
have lost their sense of purpose in life.

Our Father...

Concluding prayer
Presider: O Father, we humbly pray
that the life of perpetual virginity
embraced by your servants
may constantly benefit
the advancement of human society
and unceasingly profit the growth of the Church.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing

The almighty Father has poured into your hearts
the desire tdive a life of holy virginity.

May he keep you safe under his protectidmen.

May the Lord Jesus Christ,
with whose sacred heart the hearts of virgins are united,
fill you with his divine lovémen.

May the Holy Spirit, by whom the Virgin Mary

conceived her Son, today consecrate your hearts

and fill you with a burning desire to serve God and his Church.
Amen.

May almighty God, the Fathétand the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, bless all of you
who have taken part in this celebratidkmen.

20
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MAGISTERIAL TEXTS

PauLV|, Homilyon the occasion of the Apostolic Pilgrimage in East Asia, Oceania, and
Australia; Manila (Philippines), 29 November 1970

JoHNPauLl, Addresgo the participants in the International Pilgrimage of the
Ordo virginunon the 25th anniversary of the promulgation of the Rite, Rome,

2 June 1995.

BeNEDICKVIAddresgo the participants in the meeting of ti@rdo virginunon the
GKSYS a4/ 2yaSONI G§SR GANBAYyAGE Ay GKS
GKS / KdzNOKZé¢ wmp alé& wnnyo

FraNcisWords of VocatioriVlessage of Pope Francis for Bigh World Day
of Vocations, Rome, 3 May 2020.
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The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come!" (Rev 22Affjacted by the
mystery of Christ and the Church, consecrated virgins are called to be
the image of the Bride Church.

To the Son of God who loved humanity the end(Jn13:1), they
respond with the total gift of themselves in virginity, symbolized by
the petals of a lily which merge with the cross, on which only the
wounds remain: Jesusdeedis risen and invites them to recognize
him asincarnate inhistory.

Through he wounded sidethe ring is given to them by the Spirit,
who leads themwhere he wills(cf. Jn3:8), as a pledge of eternal
espousal. Thus the charismatic richness of th©rdo virginum
becomes a prophetic sigan active and vigilant expectation of the
fulfilment of the Father's plan.
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