Pro custodia creationis (Latin for “for the care of creation”) is a newly promulgated Mass in the Roman Rite that places the Church’s ecological mission at the very heart of the Eucharistic celebration. 
The Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments formally introduced the formulary on 3 July 2025, announcing it as a “Mass for the care of creation” among the 49 Masses and Prayers for Various Needs and Occasions, specifically under the category of civil needs6. 
A few weeks earlier, on 8 June 2025, the Dicastery issued a decree that adds the “pro custodia creationis” formulary to the Missae et Orationes pro variis necessitatibus vel ad diversa of the Roman Missal. The decree explains that, because the work of creation is seriously threatened by irresponsible use of God’s gifts, the Church deems it appropriate to provide a liturgical text that explicitly calls the faithful to stewardship of the earth7). 
Key characteristics of the Mass are:
· Ordinary structure with a special focus – It follows the normal Introductory Rites, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist, and Concluding Rites, but incorporates biblical readings, prayers, and a novena that highlight ecological responsibility and the common good of all creation. 
· Theological grounding – The texts echo Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si’ and the Catechism’s teaching on the universal destination of goods (CCC §2404), presenting care for the environment as a concrete expression of discipleship and love of neighbour. 
· Liturgical significance – By being included in the official Missal, the Mass signals that stewardship of creation is not a peripheral activity but an integral part of worship, reminding the faithful that the Eucharist “joins heaven and earth” and that all creation gives thanks to God (cf. Laudato Si’ 236).
In practice, celebrating Pro custodia creationis invites the whole community to pray for the grace to protect the planet, to adopt an “ecological conversion,” and to witness through daily life that the care of God’s common home is a vital dimension of the Church’s mission of evangelization.
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