(Parish Letterhead)

Initial Letter 
(to be sent to those who have been away from the parish for any length of time)


Dear <parishioner(s) first and last names>,

I hope this letter finds you and your loved ones well.

As your pastor, I want you to know that you are remembered with gratitude and affection here at <name of your parish>. Whether it has been a short time or many years since we've seen you, you remain a valued member of our parish family.

Life often takes us in unexpected directions. Busy schedules, changing circumstances, personal struggles, or unanswered questions can sometimes make it difficult to stay connected to the Church. Whatever your journey has been, I simply want you to know that you are always welcome here.

I would like to extend a personal invitation for you to join us for Mass this coming weekend. We celebrate the Eucharist on Saturdays at <insert Saturday Mass time(s)> and Sundays at <insert Sunday Mass time(s)>. We would be honored to have you join us in prayer.

Following Mass on <insert date>, we will gather for refreshments and fellowship. I hope you'll stay for a few moments so I can personally greet you and welcome you home. I'd love to hear how you are doing and learn how our parish might better accompany you and your family in faith and in life.

Our parish strives to be a place where everyone can encounter God's love, mercy, and peace. There is always a place for you here.

Please know that you and your loved ones are in my prayers. I hope to have the joy of welcoming you home soon.

May God bless you abundantly.

Sincerely in Christ,


<insert pastor/priest(s) name(s)>





