A personal invitation is one of
the most simple and thoughtful
gifts we can offer. An invitation
expects a response and yet it is
never forceful or demanding,
Instead, it gently says, "You
matter to us." "We'd like to
spend time with you." "You
belong."

Think about the last time
someone invited you to lunch, to
a family gathering, or even just
for a cup of coffee. Chances are
that it made you feel noticed,
appreciated, and welcome.

Jesus understood the power of a
personal invitation. Throughout
the Gospels, He welcomed
people to share a meal, to follow
Him, to repent and believe in the
Good News, and to worship and
glorify the Father. His invitations
were always personal, offered
freely with love allowing the
person to decide, and extended
to everyone.

Today, Christ continues to invite
people through us.

Though there are many reasons
why Catholics stop attending
Mass and other aspects of parish
life, it is safe to assume the
majority will only come back if
they are personally invited. A
simple invitation to someone
who has been away from the
parish can remind them that
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they are remembered, loved, and
always welcome. A personal
invitation from someone who
cares can become the first step
toward coming home. No matter
how long someone has been away or
what circumstances have shaped
their journey, the Catholic Church
remains a place where God's mercy,
healing, and love are always offered.

If even one person is absent from
our parish family, their absence
has an impact on the community.
As C.S. Lewis wrote, "There are no
ordinary people. You have never
talked to a mere mortal." Every
person we meet is a beloved child
of God with an immortal soul and
immeasurable  dignity.
member of our parish family is
precious, and each one enriches
our community with unique gifts
and talents.

Every

When someone is absent, our
parish is not quite complete. Each
of us has a place at the Lord's
table, and together we form the
Mystical Body of Christ. As we
seek to renew our parish, we long
to welcome others into a deeper
relationship with our parish family
and, above all, into a deeper
encounter with Jesus Christ, truly
present—though veiled—in the
Holy Eucharist.

Our first response is prayer. We
entrust to God all those who have
been away from our parish

community, asking Him to stir
their hearts with a desire to
return. We pray that through our
hospitality, personal invitations,
and genuine love, the Holy Spirit
will open doors for healing,
reconciliation, and renewed faith.

Please commit to praying this
prayer frequently:

God our Heavenly Father,
You never cease to seek Your
children, especially the lonely,
the frightened, the hurting, and
the lost.

We pray for all those who have
been absent from our parish
community and from Sunday
Mass. Through the intercession
of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
please prepare the way for
conversations and invitations
that will welcome them home to
the Catholic Church and our
parish family.

Help us to be instruments of
Your love and mercy, offering
friendship, encouragement, and
hope to everyone we meet.

We trust in Your unfailing love
for each of Your children.

Amen.
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